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Hawai i Gov. Linda Lingle on | e
Thur sday said furl oughs for =1 - 7 1 =]
executive branch enpl oyees .
will begin July 1. i
. —2 1 3 —
The furloughs —three days a i 27
nmonth for two years —are 7
intended to help the state
close a projected $2.7 x
billion revenue shortfall. 2
To accommpdat e t he L 2011 6 |
ON ON
1. Hawaii Gov. Linda Lingle on Thursday
said furloughs for executive branche [} 7 1
mployees will begin July 1.
2. The furloughs ? three days a month f ? 2 1 3 2
or two years ? are intended to help t 27
he state close a projected $2.7 hillion
revenue shortfall.
3. To accommodate the furloughs, avoid
layoffs and maintain government servi
ces, many state departments and offi 2011 6 30
ces will be closed at least one day a 1 1
week until June 30, 2011, or will oper
ate on modified schedules.
4. The furlough plan, which is expected 6 8800
to save the state $688 million, applies
only to employees in the executive br 16
anch, including the governor’s office, [
lieutenant governor’ s office and 16 s
tate departments and attached agenc
ies.
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Part-time employees will be placed o
n furlough on a pro-rated equivalent
basis.

Lingle said Hawaii’ s decline in project
ed revenues is “unprecedented.”

The state this year already ordered s
pending restrictions, debt restructurin
g, a freeze on hiring and travel, and ot
her budgetary measures to address a
forecasted $2 billion shortfall over th

e next two years.

The furlough plan was prompted when
the Council on Revenues said May 28
an additional $730 million was added t
o the projection.

Lingle said the furloughs were necess
ary because salaries and benefits acc
ount for 70 percent of the state’s op
erating budget.

She said furloughs will allow public se
rvices to continue and will avert the n
eed for layoffs.

She called for the public’ s “ patience
and understanding” as the state work
force adjusts to the furloughs.

Exceptions in department and office
closures will be made for essential ag
encies such as the Hawaii State Hosp
ital, Community Mental Health Center
s, the Hawaii Youth Correctional Facil
ity, and certain operations such as se
curity, health care, and food services
within the Community Correctional F
acilities and the Community Correctio
nal Centers, and a portion of the She
riff Division operations at the Honolul
u International Airport and State Capi
tol.
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Those offices will maintain current ho
urs of operation and will stagger or ro
tate furlough days to minimize impact
on operations.

All offices in the Department of Tran
sportation will follow a modified sched
uled as well, including the Airports Di
vision operational and shift workers,
Aircraft Rescue Firefighting Personne
I, Harbors Division District Offices, H
arbor’ s Division vessel traffic control
and enforcement units, and certain Hi
ghways Division operations associate
d with traffic control.

Lingle said the furlough plan will be e
valuated and adjusted as deemed nec
essary.

Lingle’ s furlough plan, which equates
to a 13.8 percent cut in salary for sta
te employees, is opposed by Hawaii' s
public-sector unions who call the furl
oughs unfair and unconstitutional.

On Tuesday, three of those unions ?
the Hawaii Government Employees A
ssociation, the Hawaii State Teachers
Association, and the United Public W
orkers ? filed suit in Honolulu to bloc
k Lingle’ s plan.

The HGEA, the HSTA, the UPW, and
the University of Hawaii Professional
Assembly are in collective-bargaining

negotiations with the state over contr

acts that expire June 30.

But Lingle said the furlough plan repr
esents the first time labor costs are
being impacted to address the state
’'s budget gap.
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